spouse Indira and you were born as a result. Your appearance filled the worlds with
moha and desire for union. Your arrows were magical,fragrant flowers; your bow
was made of sweet sugar-cane. Vishnu then blessed you with success and
invincibility and told Brahma "Manmadha will take care of the propagation of species
according to their respective Karma, and you may just remain a witness (Vidhata)".
We therefore come to you now for help. Filled with pride as a result of the boons
secured from Brahma himself Tarakasura is torturing the inhabitants of the three
worlds; and nobody can subdue him. He is especially bent on ill-treating us devatas.
Only a son born of Siva-Parvati may conquer him, but Siva is now without a spouse,
and is in deep samadhi, following the loss of Sati Devi. You alone can bring about
the birth of Siva's son. None else can bring about such a miracle to pass at this
juncture. Gauri is ever by Sankara's side doing all she can to make him comfortable
but he opens not his eyes to behold her pristine beauty. If you will use your power
and make him cast a loving glance on Gauri with desire for her, a son would
immediately be born to Siva and the destruction of Taraka will thus be assured."
Pleased by Indra's praise of his prowess,Kandarpa set forth to the Himalayas, and
there beheld Sankara in samadhi with the divinely-beautiful Parvati sitting byfiirn in
great devotion. He let fly his invincible arrow at Shiva whereupon the latter opened
his eyes and beheld the bewitching form of Parvati before him and he was moved
with love. Immediately, however, he recovered his self-control and looked around
for the cause of this disturbance to his samadhi.

Beholding Manmadha hiding behind a flowering bush with his bow and arrow
poised, he grew furious; and, opening his Third Eye of Fire he reduced Manmadha
to ashes instantaneously. Parvathi was shocked at what had happened on her
account and, vowing to wed Shiva at any cost she went to her father and, with his

permission, retired to the forest for severe penance.

Meanwhile, Chitrakarma-Gananadha saw the ashes of Manmadha and, being a
chitra-karma - a skilled worker, - he moulded the ashes into a cadaverous human
form. It became alive on being placed before Siva and shone with sinister effulgence.
Chitrakarama Gananadha embraced him with great affection and taught him the
great Sata-Rudriya-Mantra so that he may propitiate Lord Rudra and obtain boons
to his heart's content. Accordingly, he worshipped Sankara with Japa of the Mantra.
Sankara, being pleased with his faith and perseverance, bade him ask for boons.

He desired that half the strength of his foes during battle should be transferred
to himself and that none of the weapons of his foes should have any effect on him.
Granting these boons, Siva also gave him power to rule all kingdoms for sixty
thousand years. He gave him many celestial weapons too; and disappeared from
sight. Brahma, who had been watching all this with wonder, uttered the words
"Bhanda, Bhanda" meaning "Well-done"! Hence he became known as Bhandasura.

BHANDASURA'S INSTALLATION

Hayagriva continued:" As Bhanda was born of the ashes caused by Rudra's
wrath, his qualities also were akin to Raudra or wrathful. He became most invincible.
Knowing all that had newly taken place, Sukracharya and his danava followers arrived
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